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have an unfortunate influence on the relations of the two countries,
these being dependent much more on Berlin than on Warsaw.
In that period of the year the chief business of the Seym was the
consideration of the Budget, but at the moment the situation
vis-d-vis Germany demanded and held its closest attention,
for peace seemed most precarious. Looking farther afield it
also had to note another sign of French political instability;
after being Prime Minister of France for forty days Paul-Boncour
resigned with his Cabinet, which after some difficult negotiations
was replaced by another headed by Daladier on January 31,
though Paul-Boncour appeared in it as Foreign Minister. To add
to the strain of the times the Disarmament Conference was making
no real progress,
DISARMAMENT CONFERENCE,  1933
The second session of this conference began on February 2 at
Geneva, with Count Edward Raczynski, resident representative
of Poland for the League, as chief of the Polish Delegation.
The first session had closed on July 23, 1932, but the Conference
Bureau had prepared material for the second, and meanwhile
the Five Great Powers Agreement of December had settled the
return of Germany to the Conference more or less on the German
terms. The principal subject of debate was the French plan for
disarmament and *'mutual assistance/* plus a League army,
and Beck, who met Paul-Boncour at Geneva, put before him the
Polish Government's view, but it was Rac2ynski who presented
it to the conference on February 6. Summarized, his speech
amounted to a declaration that while the plan was good it was
a logical whole, the taking away of any part of which would be
fatal to it, but as it was plain, from the positions taken up by
some of the Great Powers that they had decided objections
to parts of the plan, that this was precisely the actual state of
things, the plan, therefore, having regard to that fact, was futile.
It was useless to proceed farther with it. He said;
Few illusions are left to us here respecting the possibilities of improving
the present situation as regards international security. We see that certain
countries, without whose effective participation a complete system of